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I. A. CALL TO ORDER 
 
  Chairperson Amuso called the meeting to order. 
 
"Pursuant to M.G.L. c. 30A, s. 20, I am hereby informing all attendees that a video and audio recording is being 
made of this meeting." 
 
 B. MOMENT OF SILENCE 
  
 C. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
 D. ROLL CALL 
 
  PRESENT 
  Kathleen Amuso, Chairperson 
  Churchill Cotton 
  Daniel Elias 
  Erin Sullivan 
  Katherine Yon 
 
  ABSENT 
  Hon. James Ruberto 
  Alfred Barbalunga 
 
  STUDENTS 

Christian Kennedy Pittsfield High School 
Jacob Mullen  Taconic High School 
Yi Zhong Pittsfield High School 

 
  Chairperson Amuso declared a quorum. 
 
II. A. PARTICIPATION BY THE PUBLIC 
 
  Scott Eldridge, President of the United Educators of Pittsfield, read a letter on behalf 

of the UEP membership.  He said he wanted to set the record straight and let the 
public know the status of negotiations from their perspective.  He outlined some of 
the outstanding issues and urged the School Committee to sit down at the table and 
negotiate.   

 
 B. PARTICIPATION BY THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
 
  Mr. Elias expressed condolences on the passing of Tommi Bailey, a retired teacher 

and a member of the Pittsfield Beautiful Committee. 
 
  Katherine Yon commented on:  reading at Allendale School for the Read Across 

American event and judging the man pageant “Mr. Pittsfield”.  Jacob Mullen, student 
representative to the School Committee, was selected as second runner up and 
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Owen Marks, a PHS student, was selected as “Mr. Pittsfield”.  She congratulated the 
PHS Bowling Team for winning the state championship.   

 
  Chairperson Amuso commented that she had a wonderful time reading to the 

students at Stearns School. 
 
  Mr. Cotton took some of the Conte students to the Samuel Harrison House and was 

impressed on the students’ knowledge of Samuel Harrison. 
 
 C. REPORTS OF SUBCOMMITTEES 

 
Erin Sullivan said the Policy Subcommittee recently reviewed three policies and that 
Policy STU-81 (Severe and Life Threatening Allergies) is on the agenda for a first 
reading this evening.  She said the next two policies the Subcommittee will review are 
the Evaluation Policy and a policy addressing placement of students transferring into 
the district from charter  schools and  eligibility for graduation. 
 

  Motion by Erin Sullivan, seconded by Churchill Cotton, that the School Committee 
approve the Policy Subcommittee minutes of February 16, 2011, as outlined in 
Enclosure No. 1, was by vote unanimously approved. 

 
Motion by Erin Sullivan, seconded by Churchill Cotton that the School Committee take Item 
VI.B, First Reading on Policy STU-81 (Severe and Life Threatening Allergies), out of order, 
was by vote unanimously approved. 
 

B. FIRST READING ON POLICY STU-81 (SEVERE AND LIFE THREATENING 
ALLERGIES) 

         
  Joan Roy, Nurse Leader, along with school nurse, Katie Waiter, provided statistics 

on the children with severe allergies and the need to raise awareness of staff as to 
the seriousness of this medical condition.  She said the faculty in each building 
needs to be trained on how to use EPI Pens. Deputy Superintendent Malkas said 
this policy aligns with the Wellness Policy and does not call for banning food, rather 
designating specific areas for food and non-food consumption..  She said that James 
Abel, Athletic Director, will work with coaches to ensure they are aware compliance 
of this policy. The goal of the district is to maintain a safe environment for all 
students.  Melissa Bissell, a parent of two children with severe allergies, talked about 
the need to have a safe environment for her children as well as other students with 
severe allergies.    

   
     Motion by Erin Sullivan, seconded by Churchill Cotton, that the School Committee 

approve, on a first reading, Policy STU-81 (Severe and Life Threatening Allergies), 
was by vote unanimously approved (see Pages 3-10).   

 
The Committee returned to the regular order of business.  There were no objections. 
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III. RECOMMENDED ACTIONS – ROUTINE MATTERS 
 

A. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 
  Motion by Erin Sullivan, seconded by Churchill Cotton, that the School Committee 

approve the minutes of February 16, 2011, as outlined in Enclosure No. 2 and the 
Executive Session minutes of February 16, 2011, was by vote unanimously 
approved. 

 
B. ACCEPTANCE OF PERSONNEL REPORT 

 
  NONE 
 

 C. SCHOOL PRESENTATION 
• REID MIDDLE SCHOOL 

 
Principal Morgan Williams introduced Julia Berkowitz, the teacher/leader of the Green 
in the Middle program. Ms. Berkowitz said students are participating in exciting and 
academically enriching programs.  Students are involved in programs such as the 
recycling project where they have partnered with the Cafeteria Department. They are 
involved in the community and taking ownership of their work.  Students participate in 
ecological debates as well as the .Green Science Fair.  Several student were present 
to talk about their experience in the different program. 

 
Motion by Erin Sullivan, seconded by Churchill Cotton, that the School Committee 
accept Reid Middle Schools presentation, was by vote unanimously approved. 

 
Chairperson Amuso took Item VI.A. Approval of Overnight Field Trip out of order.  There were 
no objections. 

 
 A. APPROVAL OF OVERNIGHT FIELD TRIP 

• HARTFORD, CT 
 

  Motion by Erin Sullivan, seconded by Churchill Cotton, that the School Committee 
approve the overnight field trip to Hartford, CT, March 26-27, 2011, as outlined in 
Enclosure No. 5, was by vote unanimously approved (see Pages 16-23). 

 
The Committee returned to the regular order of business.  There were no objections. 

 
 

IV. INFORMATION AND PROPOSALS 
 
 A. REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT 
 
   Superintendent Eberwein commented on the following: 
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• Thanked Deputy Superintendent Malkas, members of the Policy Subcommittee 
and everyone who worked hard on developing this new  severe allergy policy; 

• MSBA and SBNC will meet in April to award the Labor Study contract; 
• MSBA toured PHS last week and continue with planning; 
• Congratulated Taconic Boys’ Basketball team who are heading for the finals; 
• Congratulated the PHS Bowling team for winning the state finals;  
• Monies raised by the man pageant “Mr. Pittsfield” will go towards the Citizens’ 

Scholarship fund; 
• Taconic’s Talent Show will be held next to raise monies to offset the costs of the 

after-prom; 
• Working with DPW to address potholes and sidewalks;  
• Read at Conte and Egremont Schools for the Reading Across America event;  
• Attended the Conte Science Fair; 
• Conversations taking place to possibly change the PHS Tennis Courts into a skate 

park;  
• Met with Buddy Lewis, co-owner of the Pittsfield Colonials’ and Larry Kratka to 

discuss the possibility of broadcasting the Pittsfield Colonials’ games of WTRB; 
• Attended the Academy Breakfast for students and their mentors; 
• Thanked SABIC for underwriting the breakfast; 
• Christian Kennedy, attended the event, said it was a great experience and was 

looking forward to meeting his mentor; 
• Jacob Mullen attended the event last year - his mentor helped him to make his 

career decision; 
• School Choice is wide opened – district accepting applications; 
• Thanked Jean Bednarski and the Stearns PTO for setting up two $200.00 

scholarships for both high schools for Stearns School graduates; 
• Thanked everyone who completed the Budget Survey – results will be shared 

during budget presentations; 
• Presentation on school climate will take place in the near future;  
• Fire Chief Czerwinski about a lot of people parking in Fire Lanes – he is  

reinforcing fire lane violations and no parking signs will be put posted at the 
schools with stating that tickets will be issued if violations continued; 

• Congratulated Taconic’s Business Professionals of America winters; 
• Congratulated the Real Women Essay contest winners; 
• Congratulated Noah Jefferson, a Reid Middle School student, who was recognized 

by the City Council for placing third in the Mass Municipal Essay contest; 
• Linda Avalle will be providing an update on the PEP grant in the near future; and 
• Urban Superintendents’ Network is working on an evaluation process. 

 
 Motion by Erin Sullivan, seconded by Churchill Cotton, that the School Committee 

accept Superintendent Eberwein’s report, was by vote unanimously approved. 
 
 

 
 B. GRADUATION  & DROPOUT REPORT 
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  Superintendent Eberwein presented an overview of the Graduation & Dropout Report, 

providing statistics on students who drop out of school.  He reviewed some of causes 
for students’ dropping out of school, such as poor attendance, course failures, and 
failing to meet minimum standards on MCAS tests. He compared. Pittsfield’s dropout 
data to the state’s data, and broke down the dropout data by grade level and sub-
groups. Superintendent Eberwein presented data over the last four years and did a 
comparison of Pittsfield’s dropout rate to that of other districts across the state.. The 
dropout rate for Pittsfield went down from 3.9% last year to 3.4% this year; however, 
the state’s average is 2.9%. Superintendent Eberwein provided an overview of a 
segmentation study on dropouts over the last four years based on attendance, course 
failures, and failing to meet the minimum standards on the MCAS Math test. 

 
  Superintendent Eberwein reviewed graduation standards set by the Department of 

Elementary & Secondary Education, as well as standards set by the district.  He 
provided information on both the four and five year cohorts over the last four years, 
breaking them down by subgroups and AYP information for both Pittsfield and 
Taconic high schools.   

 
  Superintendent Eberwein finalized his presentation by reviewing steps that are being 

taken to address the dropout and graduation rate. He said  community work groups 
are being formed to work with the school system in identifying at-risk youths and 
providing early intervention. 

 
 Motion by Erin Sullivan, seconded by Churchill Cotton, that the School Committee 

accept the Graduation & Dropout Report (see Pages 24-55). 
 
 C. CENTER FOR DISTRICT AND SCHOOL ACCOUNTABILITY (CDSA), RTTT, 

COMMON CORE, AND DISTRICT IMPROVEMENT PLANNING REPORT 
 
  Deputy Superintendent Malkas reviewed both the Commendations and 

Recommendations from the Center for District and School Accountability (CDSA) 
Audit Review conducted in Spring 2010.  Some of the commendations the district 
received were collaboration with the City to promote the importance of academic 
achievement for all students by effectively managing limited funds to prevent major 
losses to the district, placing priority on a variety of interventions for at-risk students 
and taking steps to improve academic achievement for subgroups, 

 
  The recommendations that the CDSA made were: for the district to review their 

School Choice program and reduce the number of students leaving the district; align 
curricula in the areas of ELL, math, science and social studies; develop and 
implement a new plan for assessments at all levels; provide administrators with 
clarification and direction on making recommendations in teacher evaluations for 
professional growth; continue to refine and expand support for at-risk students; 
aligning the highs; and continuing to work with the city to take advantage of state 
funding for high school renovations, as well as exploring options for renovating other 
schools.  Ms. Malkas said the district has already addressed many of the CDSA’s  
recommendations. 
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   Motion by Erin Sullivan, seconded by Churchill Cotton, that the School Committee 

accept the Center for District and School Accountability (CDSA), RTTT, Common 
Core, and District Improvement Planning Report, as outlined in Enclosure No. 4, 
was by vote unanimously approved (see Pages 56-74). 

 
V. RECOMMENDED ACTION – UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
 A. NONE 
 
VI. RECOMMENDED ACTION – NEW BUSINESS 
 
 A. APPROVAL OF OVERNIGHT FIELD TRIP 

 
  THIS ITEM WAS TAKEN OUT OF ORDER. 
 

B. FIRST READING ON POLICY SWTU-81 (SEVERE AND LIFE THREATENING 
ALLERGIES) 

         
  THIS ITEM WAS TAKEN OUT OF ORDER. 

 
C. APPROVAL OF SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE PITTSFIELD 

SCHOOL COMMITTEE AND THE PITTSFIELD CUSTODIANS’ FEDERATION 
 
     Motion by Erin Sullivan, seconded by Churchill Cotton, that the School Committee 

approve the Settlement Agreement Between the Pittsfield School Committee and the 
Pittsfield Custodians’ Federation, as outlined in Enclosure No. 7, was by vote 
unanimously approved (see Pages 75-77). 

 
VII. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 
     Motion by Erin Sullivan, seconded by Churchill Cotton, that the School Committee 

go into Executive session pursuant to M.G.L. c. 30A, s. 21(a)(3) to discuss strategies 
with respect to collective bargaining with the United Educators of Pittsfield, because 
an open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the bargaining position of the 
Pittsfield Public Schools, was by roll call unanimously approved. 
 
The School Committee went into Executive Session at 8:58 p.m. 
 
Motion by Erin Sullivan, seconded by Churchill Cotton, that the School Committee 
return to regular order of business, was by vote unanimously approved. 
 
The School Committee returned to the regular order of business at 9:30 p.m. 
 
Let the record show that no votes were taken in Executive Session. 

 
VIII. FUTURE BUSINESS 
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A. The next Regular Meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, March 23, 2011, 7:00 P.M., 
Pittsfield High School. 

 
IX. ADJOURNMENT 
 

Motion by Erin Sullivan, seconded by Churchill Cotton, that the School Committee be 
adjourned was by vote unanimously approved. 
 
The meeting adjourned at  9:32  p.m. 

 
  RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 
 
 
  ERIN SULLIVAN 
 
 
 

  
 


